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o B | SABINE PARISI-I
&)  COMMUNICATIONS DISTRICT (E-911)

To: ncvm_mpu
NDERBURK, Préiact cmnaor ;
SABINE PARISHBIRIMSLEEOPPS, ssioner _ : OFFICE: (318) 256-0008 :

P. 0. shrsmhan S Adclstein, Comnussmncr
MANY, LOUBANAT AT aylor Tate, ‘Commissioner ¥ :
Robert M McDowell, Gormmssmner il

Feder al Communications Comnnssmn
445 12" Street SW H
Washington D. C. 20554 !

= §

RE: Universal Service Refbim - WC Docket Nq; 05-337 :

Dear Chairman and C omn'ﬂssmnerq , .

. ;
| undﬁstand that the FLL 15 conszdmng plaung_;a cap on the use of the Universal Service
Fund (USF) for wireless sdrvice. | am contactifiig you to iexpress my opposition to this
unfair, arbitrary proposal. Wlule such an approich may provide a “quick-fix” leading Lo
the rapid climination of fuﬁd growth, it would éko result in a terrible disservice to rural
consumers. Rural conqunﬁ's want and need expanded and improved wireless scrvices in
rural areas for public safety; economic devclopmenl busingss and personal needs that arc ;
cqually important to thent ias they are to urbah consumers. This is one of the main i
benefits that rura) consumcj's receive Tom the mwersal service fund, just as Congress
envisioned when it initialfy cstablished the fudd. A wireless-only cap is clearly anti-
competitive because it smﬂca out wireless techno[agy, which consumers arc choosing
more and more over landlings, We should be rcwardmg wmpctmon, not punishing it.
Whal’s more, rural Amcrieam deserve the sah:nc access: to telecom scrvices that are
avaﬂqbie in the rest of the ééuntry—mn t that 1he purpose oi the USF? i
Consumers in rural parts =ar Louisiana are no! ionger ccmtent to have access to only
traditiénal wireline telcphéﬁe service, (‘Onsumcrs are clearly demanding access to the
benefiis of mobility that: only wireless service provides. This mobility results in
extremely importunt public safety benefits in rur,‘:ﬂ areas. As rural consumers travel from
home to work or school; wireless service provnles a very valuable safety tool.
Addmnnzﬂ!y wireless scrvide in rural areas prov?dcs consuters with access to broadband
services where broadband Bbrvn,c:. are not otherwise available. This is a very important
factor as we seek 1o bring #ccess to the mﬂ)xmqiion age throughout our very rural state.
Without continued bupport for the expansion and upgrading of the rural wireless
netwotks, consumers will: ﬁot receive these behcf' ts where they do not already cxist.
Univetsal service support it{ essential if rural cqnsumcrs arc to be provided service and
rates comparable to thosc avhllable in urban a:eas : :

[ have: witnessed firsthand! ﬂle benefits prowdud by expanded wireless services in rural ;
Louisiana, and 1 do not want 1o see those beneﬁts dimiriished by inappropriatc USF ;
reform. Much of the expaiided availability of wireless service in rural areas would not ;
have occurred without the TISF support prov;deﬁ to wireless ETCs who could not have
ewnmmcaily extended thcnrncm orks without smh supporL g
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Pleas¢ consider what limigihg the growth of wi
Wireless technology playg
instrument in emergency gftuations, but if the
communities may never raalize these benefits.
it seems hypocritical to reftrict certain indivi
because of their geographic location, es
the USF along with cveryorie clse. i
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less access will mean for rural America,
lan ever-increasing e in economic growth and is a eritical

chials® access to an essential too] simply
pecially; when they have contributed for years to

Jou carefully considi:ﬁ these facts as you seek to reform the
existing fund. I ask you {4 find competitively: neutral

b these funds are used
and improvement of these fduch needed serviced in ru
hrgeting reforms to jwireless providers.
against the proposcd cap on tiniversal service support for wireless service.
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ommended cap is implemented, many
a country that prides itself on ¢quality,

ptoposals to slow fund growth,

and premuote the continued expansion
rural areas by targeting funds to high
I urge you to vote






